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ANNCR: 

LIKE ITS BIG NEIGHBOR, INDIA, THE ISLAND NATION OF SRI LANKA 
IS IN HE PROCESS OF EXAMINING SOME VERY UNSAVORY ALLEGATIONS 
ABOUT ITS RECENT PAST. FROM OUR SOUTH ASIA BUREAU, CORRESPONDENT 
FRED BROWN DICUSSES THE BACKGROUND OF THE SRI LANKAN GOVERNMENT 
DECISION TO ESTABLISH A JUDICIAL INQUIRY TO INQUIRE INTO CHARGES 
OF MISUSE ANO ABUSE OF POWER BY THE REVIOUS GOVERNMENT. 

VOICE: 

THE ALLEGATIONS OF WIDESPREAD CORRUPTION, NEPOTISM, AND 
ABUSE OF POWER ON THE PART OF THE GOVERNMENT OF FORMER PRIME 
MINISTER SIRIMAVO BANDARANAIKE ARE NOT NEW. IT WAS CHARGES SUCH 
AS THESE THAT HELPED SWEEP MRS. BANDARANAIKE FROM POWER IN 
ELECTIONS LAST JULY. 

THE NEW GOVERNMENT OF PRIME MINISTER JAYEWARDENE, WHO BECAME 
PRESIDENT AFTER A CONSITUTIONAL CHANGE EARLIER THIS YEAR, HAS 
PLEDGED TO CLEAN UP THE COUNTRY'S POLITICAL LIFE. SINCE LAST 
JULY, THE SRI LANKA PRESS HAS BEEN FILLED WITH EXPOSES OF ALLEGED 
WRONG DOING BY THE BANDARANAIKE GOVERNMENT BASED ON THE FINDINGS 
OF NUMEROUS COMMITTEES AND OFFICIAL INQUIRIES, ALLEGATIONS 
AGAINST MRS. BANDARANAIKE HAVE RANGED FROM IRREGULARITIES IN HER 
PERSONAL INCOME TAXES TO CHARGES THAT SHE SPENT MILLIONS OF RUPEES 
OF PUBLIC MONEY TO CREATE ANDO EMPIRE FOR HER DAUGHTER. 

AS DIRECTOR OF LAND REFORMS, MRS. BANDARANAIKE'S DAUGHTER HAD 
BEEN PUT IN CHARGE OF MANAGING SOME SIXTY LARGE PLANTATIONS THAT 


WERE TAKEN OVER UNDER NATIONALIZATION. A NUMBER OF OTHER CLOSE 
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RELATIVES OF THE FORMER PRIME MINISTER ALSO ARE ALLEGED TO HAVE 
ENRICHED THEMSELVES THROUGH GOVERNMENT NEPOTISM. THESE CHARGES 
DEAL WITH THE OPERATION OF THE STATE-RUN AIR CEYLON, ALLEGED 
MISAPPROPRIATION OF MONEY ALLOCATED FOR DEVELOPMENT PURPOSES, AND 
CHARGES OF BUNGLING AND OFFICIAL INTERFERENCE IN THE COUNTRY'S 
OIL EXPLORATION PROGRAM, 

THE THREE=JUDGE COMMISSION INQUIRY SET UP LAST WEEK TO 
LOOK INTO THE CHARGES IS HEADED BY A JUSTICE OF THE SRI LANKAN 
SUPREME COURT, AND INCItings ONE OTHER SUPREME COURT JUSTICE. 
THE OTHER MEMBER IS DRAWN FROM THE COLOMBO DISTRICT COURT. THE 
COMMISSION HAS BEEN GIVEN THE POWER UNDER A NEW LAW APPROVED 
FAOLIER THES YEAR TO RECOMMEND APPROPRIATE PUNISHMENT FOR 
WRONGDOERS, SUCH PERSONS COULD BE DEPRIVED OF THEIR CIVIL RIGHTS 
INCLUDING THE RIGHT TO STAND FOR PUBLIC OFFICE, REFUSAL TO TESTITY 
BEFORE THE COMMISSION COULD ALSO RESULT IN SEVERE PENALTIES. 

DURING DEBATE ON THE MEASURE, MRS. BANDARANAIKE, WHO DENIED 
ALL OF THE CHARGES, SAID SHE WELCOMED THE APPOINTMENT OF THE 
COMMISSION. "IF ANYBODY IS GUILTY," SHE SAID, "THE COURT SHOULD NC. 
ONLY DEPRIVE THEM OF THEIR CIVIL RIGHTS BUT HANG THEM." IN 
ARGUING FOR THE BILL, PRESIDENT JAYEWARDENE POINTED OUT THAT THE 
SAME RULES WILL APPLY TO ANY GOVERNMENT--PAST, PRESENT OR FUTURE-- 
THAT IS ACCUSED OF ABUSING ITS POWERS. 
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